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Welcome to the Discussion

This issue guide was designed for people who are concerned about 

the development of our youngest children, as well as its ripple effects 

RQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�QDWLRQ��7KH�JXLGH�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�IRXU�
years, before most children begin their formal education. We’ll 

examine what can and should be done to help them grow during 

this critical time and start school ready to learn.

During the forum, we’ll work together to:

���%HWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�YDULRXV�IDFWRUV�WKDW�VKDSH�WKH�
development of very young children.

���&RQVLGHU�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�HQVXUH�
 healthy development and school readiness.

���0DNH�FKRLFHV�WRJHWKHU�DERXW�WKH�EHVW�RSWLRQV�IRU�
 moving forward.

���,GHQWLI\�DFWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�PDNH�D�SRVLWLYH�GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�
are doable in terms of time, resources, and public will.

���([DPLQH�WKH�UROHV�RI�IDPLOLHV��VFKRROV��EXVLQHVVHV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
 and faith-based organizations in supporting early childhood development.

���([SORUH�SRWHQWLDO�DFWLRQV�DQG�QH[W�VWHSV�

7KLV�ZRUN�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�UHVHDUFK�H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�WKH�&KDUOHV�)��.HWWHULQJ�)RXQGDWLRQ��$Q\�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�
DQG�FRQFOXVLRQV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�WKH�DXWKRUV�DQG�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHÁHFW�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�&KDUOHV�)��.HWWHULQJ�
)RXQGDWLRQ��LWV�VWDII��LWV�GLUHFWRUV��RU�LWV�RIÀFHUV��.HWWHULQJ�UHVHDUFK�LV�GRQH�IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�FLWL]HQV�
and focuses on what people can do about issues that concern them.

$�QDWLRQDO�WHDP�RI�SHRSOH�IURP�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�
and framing of the guide, and conducted interviews, surveys and focus groups with diverse people in their 

communities to capture different perspectives on the issue.

&HQWHU�IRU�&LYLF�/LIH�DW�$VKODQG�8QLYHUVLW\��2KLR�
&HQWUDO�0LFKLJDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��&LWL]HQ�(QJDJHPHQW�DQG�3XEOLF�6HUYLFH�'LYLVLRQ

&RORUDGR�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�'HOLEHUDWLRQ
*XOI�&RDVW�6WDWH�&ROOHJH��&LYLF�(QJDJHPHQW�3URJUDP�DQG�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV�'LYLVLRQ��)ORULGD�

,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\��3ROLWLFDO�DQG�&LYLF�(GXFDWLRQ�3URJUDP
.DQVDV�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�&LYLO�'LVFRXUVH�DQG�'HPRFUDF\

/HDJXH�RI�:RPHQ�9RWHUV�RI�3DKUXPS�&RXQW\��1HYDGD
0DULFRSD�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJHV��&HQWHU�IRU�&LYLF�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ��$UL]RQD�

3RUWODQG�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH��2UHJRQ�
6W��(GZDUG·V�8QLYHUVLW\��&HQWHU�IRU�(WKLFV�DQG�/HDGHUVKLS��DQG�1HZ�&ROOHJH��7H[DV�
7XODQH�8QLYHUVLW\��&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�6HUYLFH��'LDORJXH�&ROODERUDWLYH��/RXLVLDQD�

8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,OOLQRLV�DW�&KLFDJR��,QVWLWXWH�IRU�3ROLF\�DQG�&LYLF�(QJDJHPHQW
8WDK�9DOOH\�8QLYHUVLW\��8WDK�&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�'HOLEHUDWLRQ

:HVW�9LUJLQLD�&HQWHU�IRU�&LYLF�/LIH
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InTroDuCTIon
7KH�PRVW�FULWLFDO�WLPH�LQ�D�FKLOG·V�OLIH�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�IRXU�\HDUV��%UDLQ�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�LQIDQWV�
DQG�WRGGOHUV�LV�PRUH�UDSLG�DQG�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�WKDQ�DW�DQ\�RWKHU�WLPH��$�FKLOG·V�H[SHULHQFHV�
during these early years have lasting effects on their ability to learn, interact and 

succeed. Yet our youngest children are largely an “invisible population” in terms of public 

DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�SULRULWLHV��%\�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�HQWHU�VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�SXEOLF·V�H\H��PDQ\�KDYH�
fallen far behind – physically, intellectually, socially and emotionally. 

opTIon 1: Share the responsibility for early child development  

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZH�DOO�KDYH�D�VWDNH�LQ�²�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�²�KRZ�FKLOGUHQ�
develop during their earliest years. The rapid growth of body and mind during this period 

sets the stage for later success in school and adult life. We must, as individuals and 

as a society, invest the time and resources necessary for high-quality early care and 

education in order to protect our collective future.

opTIon 2: uphold the rights and responsibilities of families 

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��SDUHQWV�DUH�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�FDUHJLYHUV�LQ�WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ·V�OLYHV��1RWKLQJ�DIIHFWV�HDUO\�GHYHORSPHQW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�ERQG�EHWZHHQ�SDUHQW�
and child. We must respect the role of parents to raise their children in accordance with 

WKHLU�YDOXHV�DQG�EHOLHIV�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�NLQG�RI�QDWXUDO�VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�E\�WKHLU�
SHUVRQDO�QHWZRUNV�RI�RWKHU�SDUHQWV��UHODWLYHV�DQG�IULHQGV��

opTIon 3: Ensure equal opportunity so all children thrive
 

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��UHGXFLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�KHOSLQJ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
GHYHORS�WKHLU�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO��6RFLDO��HFRQRPLF��DQG�UDFLDO�GLVSDULWLHV�XQGHUPLQH�KHDOWK\�
development and cause many children to enter school unprepared to learn. While 

remedial programs help, the best way to help all young children succeed is to ensure 

equal opportunity for their families in education, jobs, housing and public life.

$IWHU�FRQVLGHULQJ�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV��ZKDW�LQVLJKWV�GLG�ZH�JDLQ�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH"�:KHUH�
GR�ZH�KDYH�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�IRU�DFWLRQ"�:KLFK�DFWLRQV�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�PRVW�GLIIHUHQFH��
QRZ�DQG�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH"�:KDW�VWHSV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�GRDEOH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WLPH��UHVRXUFHV�DQG�
SXEOLF�ZLOO"�
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T
KLV�ZDV�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�+RUWRQ�WKH�(OHSKDQW�
after discovering a microscopic community of 

:KRV�OLYLQJ�RQ�D�VSHFN�RI�GXVW��DV�WROG�E\�'U��
6HXVV�LQ�Horton Hears a Who. He agrees to protect 

them, but is persecuted by fellow jungle animals for 

hearing things that none of them can hear or see. 

,Q�WKH�HQG��DOO�WKH�:KRV�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�PDNH�
HQRXJK�QRLVH�WR�EH�KHDUG��&RQYLQFHG�WKHQ�WKDW�
Horton was right all along, his neighbors agree to 

help him protect the tiny Whos.

This guide was developed to give voice to the issues 

IDFLQJ�RXU�\RXQJHVW�FKLOGUHQ��6RPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�DQ�
“invisible population,” we tend to view children from 

birth to age four as the responsibility of their parents. 

They exist under the radar for the most part in terms 

RI�SXEOLF�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�SULRULWLHV��%\�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�
enter school and the public’s eye, many have 

fallen far behind physically, intellectually, socially, 

and emotionally. 

The guide is based on interviews, surveys, and focus 

groups conducted with a variety of people in a 

dozen states, coupled with what the latest research 

VD\V�DERXW�HDUO\�FKLOG�GHYHORSPHQW��,W�SURYLGHV�
DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�NH\�FRQFHUQV�IURP�D�SXEOLF�
perspective and three options for how we might 

address these concerns. 

7KH�JXLGH�LV�D�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�RQO\��$GGLWLRQDO�
concerns and ideas for action will surface as we 

deliberate about the issue. We invite people to 

consider different perspectives and to wrestle with 

WKH�WUDGH�RIIV�RI�SRWHQWLDO�DFWLRQV��2XU�XOWLPDWH�
goal is to discover areas of common ground for 

moving forward.

Early Brain Development: A Critical Window
´2XU�VRFLHW\�DQG�VFKRRO�V\VWHPV�DFWXDOO\�KDYH�LW�
EDFNZDUGV�µ�VDLG�D�PDQ�IURP�2KLR��´:H�VKRXOG�EH�
VXSSRUWLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�IURP�ELUWK�WR�ÀYH�HYHQ�PRUH�
than the other years because it occurs during a critical 

window for brain development, one that sets the stage 

for the remainder of childhood and adult life.”

 “Even though you can’t see or hear them at all, 
a person’s a person, no matter how small.”
            — Dr. Seuss

,QWURGXFWLRQ

%UDLQ�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�LQIDQWV�DQG�WRGGOHUV�LV�PRUH�
rapid and far-reaching than at any other time. The 

SODVWLFLW\�RI�D�EDE\·V�EUDLQ�PDNHV�LW�KLJKO\�VXVFHSWLEOH�
to the effects of environments, experiences, and 

UHODWLRQVKLSV��3RVLWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV��VXFK�DV�QXUWXULQJ�
caregivers, good nutrition, and engaging toys, 

contribute to healthy brain development. 

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��QHJDWLYH�HDUO\�H[SHULHQFHV��VXFK�
as hunger, trauma, and neglect, interfere with the 

developing brain. These events trigger high levels 

of stress and anxiety that can disrupt normal brain 

GHYHORSPHQW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�$GYHUVH�&KLOGKRRG�
([SHULHQFHV��$&(��6WXG\�DW�WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�
&RQWURO�DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ��7KH�GHYHORSPHQWDO�
damage caused by these early experiences 

affects children’s health, school performance, and 

UHODWLRQVKLSV��$V�DGXOWV��$&(�YLFWLPV�KDYH�KLJKHU�UDWHV�
of chronic diseases, mental illness, substance abuse, 

job problems and premature death.

7R�PDNH�PDWWHUV�ZRUVH��RXU�\RXQJHVW�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�WKH�
RQHV�DW�JUHDWHVW�ULVN�IRU�DEXVH�DQG�QHJOHFW��1HDUO\�
700,000 children were abused or neglected in 2010, 

according to state child protective services reports 

FRPSLOHG�E\�WKH�86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�
+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV��7KH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�PDOWUHDWPHQW�
ZDV�DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�RQH�\HDU�ROG��'HDWKV�RI�
children under age four constituted nearly 80 percent 

of all child fatalities due to abuse and neglect.

..................................

...........................................................................................................................
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$QRWKHU�VRXUFH�RI�WUDXPD�WKDW�LPSDFWV�HDUO\�
childhood development is the absence of 

parents for extended periods of time, such as 

some single-parent homes, military families, 

and families with a parent in prison.

“When one or both parents are serving in 

$IJKDQLVWDQ��ZKR�FDUHV�IRU�WKH�VPDOO�FKLOG"µ�ZDV�
D�FRQFHUQ�UDLVHG�E\�WZR�JUDQGSDUHQWV�LQ�)ORULGD��
There are 1.76 million children living in military 

families, according to a 2010 report published 

E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�RQ�&KLOGUHQ�LQ�3RYHUW\��
1HDUO\�D�KDOI�PLOOLRQ�RI�WKHP�DUH�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�
the age of six, and most have had a parent 

deployed for some period of time.

0RUH�DQG�ORQJHU�SULVRQ�WHUPV�SUHVHQW�
another type of loss for young children. 

7KH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDV�
quadrupled since 1980 and is now the highest 

LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��$ERXW�����PLOOLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�KDYH�D�
parent behind bars, according to a 2010 report 

E\�WKH�3HZ�5HVHDUFK�&HQWHU·V�(FRQRPLF�0RELOLW\�
3URMHFW��7ZR�WKLUGV�RI�WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ·V�SDUHQWV�
were incarcerated for nonviolent offenses.

Young Families: More Work, Less Time, 
Growing Disparities
´$V�D�VRFLHW\�ZH�KDYH�WR�OHW�JR�RI�WKH�
����V�VW\OH�PRGHO�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\��ZKHUH�
mothers can afford to stay home and care for 

children,” said a woman from Texas. “We have 

WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WRGD\·V�HFRQRPLF�UHDOLWLHV�DQG�
shifting gender roles.”

The television show Father Knows Best stands 

out as an example of the 1950s idealization of 

WKH�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\�DV�ZKLWH�DQG�PLGGOH�FODVV��ZLWK�
a stay-at-home mother and problems that could 

be resolved in each 30-minute episode. Though 

XQUHDOLVWLF�HYHQ�DW�WKH�WLPH��WKH�VKRZ�DQG�RWKHUV�OLNH�
it created a subconscious standard that permeated 

WKH�SRVW�:RUOG�:DU�,,�FXOWXUH�

7RGD\��WKH�WUXH�IDFH�RI�$PHULFDQ�IDPLOLHV�LV�PXFK�
more complex. We are a more diverse nation, 

racially and culturally. Women have entered the 

ZRUNIRUFH�LQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�QXPEHUV��$QG�WHOHYLVLRQ�
shows today include families with single parents, 

stepparents, same-sex parents, foster parents and 

grandparents raising grandchildren.

Having enough time is a common concern across all 

W\SHV�RI�IDPLOLHV��1HDUO\�WZR�WKLUGV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�
the age of six live in households where both or single 

SDUHQWV�DUH�HPSOR\HG��3DUHQWV�WRGD\�KDYH�OHVV�WLPH�
with their infants and toddlers, and the quality of 

that time is compromised by the stress that comes 

ZLWK�MXJJOLQJ�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�ZRUN�DQG�FDUHJLYLQJ��
Having capable and reliable childcare is high on 

their list of concerns.

“We depend on child care for our one-year-old 

VRQ�ZKLOH�P\�KXVEDQG�DQG�,�ZRUN�µ�VDLG�D�PRWKHU�
IURP�:HVW�9LUJLQLD��´2XU�FRPPXQLW\�ORVW�D�TXDOLW\�
childcare center in the past year, which has had a 

profound effect on our family. Having a consistent 

caregiver for my son allows him to build a bond with 

that person of trust and security when he is in their 

...........................................................................................................................

Figure 1
2QH�WKLUG�RI�DOO�DEXVHG�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�XQGHU�DJH��

Figure 2
0RUH�ZRUNLQJ�PRWKHUV�DQG�VLQJOH�SDUHQWV�
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care. Having trained staff in appropriate 

child development is also a huge concern 

for me.”

The cost of child care is another big concern 

IRU�ZRUNLQJ�IDPLOLHV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&KLOG�&DUH�
$ZDUH�RI�$PHULFD��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�
for infant and toddler care, where higher 

VWDII�WR�FKLOG�UDWLRV�UHVXOW�LQ�KLJKHU�FRVWV��,Q�
2011, the average annual cost of center-

based infant care exceeded 10 percent of 

the state’s median income for a two-parent 

family in 40 states and exceeded annual 

median rent payments in 22 states.

(YHQ�ZLWK�PRUH�PRWKHUV�ZRUNLQJ��KLJK�
child poverty rates persist. We’ve done a 

UHPDUNDEOH�MRE�RI�UHGXFLQJ�SRYHUW\�DPRQJ�
RXU�HOGHUV�WKURXJK�SURJUDPV�OLNH�6RFLDO�
6HFXULW\�DQG�0HGLFDUH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�
same cannot be said for our youngest 

FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�DUH�QRZ�WKH�SRRUHVW�$PHULFDQV�RI�DOO��
,Q�������RQH�LQ�IRXU�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�DJH�VL[�OLYHG�EHORZ�
WKH�IHGHUDO�SRYHUW\�OHYHO��FRPSDUHG�WR�RQH�LQ�ÀYH�
school-age children and one in almost seven adults.

“With growing poverty among children, more and 

PRUH�RI�WKHP�DUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�ULVNV�WR�WKHLU�
GHYHORSPHQW�µ�VDLG�D�ZRPDQ�IURP�2KLR��´0DQ\�
don’t even have access to proper nutrition, let 

alone an enriched environment in which to develop. 

The result is an embarrassing gap between the 

development of low-income children compared to 

their higher income peers.”

&KLOGUHQ�RI�FRORU�IDUH�ZRUVH�HFRQRPLFDOO\�WKDQ�
ZKLWH�FKLOGUHQ��1DWLRQDOO\��WKH�SRYHUW\�UDWH�IRU�EODFN�
children is nearly triple the rate for white children.

´,�WKLQN�HFRQRPLF�LQHTXDOLW\�LV�D�KXJH�SUREOHP�DQG�
an area that seems to be getting worse rather than 

EHWWHU�µ�VDLG�D�PDQ�IURP�7H[DV��´7KH�NLQG�RI�ZRUOG�
LQ�ZKLFK�NLGV�JURZ�XS�PDWWHUV�GHHSO\�WR�ZKDW�NLQG�
of people they’ll become. Will they have a basic 

VHQVH�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�D�IDLU�SODFH"�:LOO�WKH\�KDYH�
FRQÀGHQFH�WKDW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�
WKHP��RU�ZLOO�WKDW�FRQÀGHQFH�EH�XQGHUPLQHG�E\�
HFRQRPLF�LQVHFXULW\"µ

Communities: An Extended Family, for Better 
or for Worse
´:RQ·W�\RX�EH�P\�QHLJKERU"µ�)UHG�5RJHUV�VDQJ�DW�
the beginning of each episode of Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood. The television show for young 

children aired for more than 30 years on public 

WHOHYLVLRQ��XQWLO��������2QH�UHJXODU�IHDWXUH�ZDV�D�
SXSSHW�VHJPHQW�IURP�WKH�LPDJLQDU\�´1HLJKERUKRRG�
RI�0DNH�%HOLHYH�µ�EXW�5RJHUV�DOVR�WDONHG�WR�KLV�\RXQJ�
DXGLHQFH�DERXW�UHDO�OLIH�LVVXHV��OLNH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
anger in constructive ways, always reinforcing the 

importance of relationships and community.

´&RPPXQLWLHV�DUH�WKH�H[WHQGHG�IDPLO\�µ�VDLG�D�
ZRPDQ�IURP�:HVW�9LUJLQLD��´7KH\·UH�D�NH\�SDUW�RI�WKH�
child’s environment. The things children see and hear 

DURXQG�WKHP�²�ZKHWKHU�LW�EH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GULQN��XVH�
GUXJV��ZRUN�RU�DUH�XQHPSOR\HG�²�DUH�DOO�WKLQJV�WKDW�
children start relating to at a young age and shape 

the activities they engage in as they grow older.”

:KLOH�PDQ\�\RXQJ�SDUHQWV�ZRXOG�SUHIHU�D�0LVWHU�
5RJHU·V�QHLJKERUKRRG�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��WKLV�LV�IDU�
IURP�WKH�DFWXDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�PRVW�IDPLOLHV��)RU�
some, the community is a dangerous place for 

residents of all ages.

´,·P�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�FXOWXUH�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�P\�
FLW\�µ�VDLG�D�ZRPDQ�IURP�/RXLVLDQD��´6R�PDQ\�YHU\�
young children witness violence and/or are victims of 

it themselves.”

The effects of neighborhood conditions on 

child development are complex and not fully 

understood from a research perspective, according 

WR�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�0HGLFLQH��LQ�From Neurons to 

Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood 

Development��%XW�WKH�DXWKRUV�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�
“for children living in dangerous environments, 

neighborhood conditions may matter a great deal. 

Figure 3
Young children of color have highest poverty rates

...........................................................................................................................
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6XFK�QHLJKERUKRRG�FRQGLWLRQV�DV�FULPH��YLROHQFH��
and environmental health hazards constitute potent 

ULVN�IDFWRUV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�µ�

Early Education and Society: Dollars and Sense
“We can pay now or pay a lot more later,” said a 

ZRPDQ�IURP�2KLR��´,W�FRVWV�PRQH\�WR�SURYLGH�TXDOLW\�
early learning. We have to invest now to realize the 

ORQJ�WHUP�SD\EDFN��6RPHWLPHV�ZH·UH�LPSDWLHQW�DQG�
want short-term results only.”

)RU�PDQ\�\HDUV��SURJUDPV�KDYH�EHHQ�DYDLODEOH�
WR�VSHFLÀF�JURXSV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�PHHW�
FHUWDLQ�HOLJLELOLW\�FULWHULD��)RU�H[DPSOH��HDUO\�
intervention programs for infants and toddlers 

with developmental delays are offered in every 

VWDWH�XQGHU�WKH�IHGHUDO�,QGLYLGXDOV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV�
(GXFDWLRQ�$FW��+HDG�6WDUW�SURJUDPV�IRU�WKUHH��
and four-year-olds are also funded by the federal 

government and have been expanded in some 

DUHDV�WR�LQFOXGH�(DUO\�+HDG�6WDUW�IRU�LQIDQWV��WRGGOHUV�
and pregnant women.

6XEVWDQWLDO�SURJUHVV�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�LQ�UHFHQW�
\HDUV�WR�H[SDQG�SXEOLF�SUH�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�SURJUDPV�
for all young children, without special eligibility 

requirements.

´3UH�N�LV�DYDLODEOH�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�PLOOLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�
today, driven by program growth in many states,” 

DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�UHSRUW�IURP�WKH�3HZ�&HQWHU�RQ�
WKH�6WDWHV��´%\����������VWDWHV�DQG�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�
&ROXPELD�DW�OHDVW�GRXEOHG�WKHLU�HQUROOPHQW�RI�WKUHH�
and/or four-year-olds, and an additional three states 

RIIHUHG�SUH�N�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�µ

While most early childhood experts are encouraged 

E\�WKH�SUH�N�PRYHPHQW��PDQ\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ZDLWLQJ�
until age three or four is too late if we want to 

have the greatest impact on child development. 

1REHO�ZLQQLQJ�HFRQRPLVW�-DPHV�+HFNPDQ�DJUHHV��
His research found that the highest rates of return 

on investments in education were those made in 

programs for infants and toddlers.

How Can We Give the Best Start to our 
Youngest Children?
To start the deliberation, this guide poses three 

options for giving young children a good start, with 

potential actions and trade-offs for each. While 

not mutually exclusive, each represents a distinct 

perspective and different underlying values. The 

goal is not to choose one option, but to weigh the 

DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GUDZEDFNV�RI�HDFK�DQG�FRQVLGHU�
other possibilities as well.

opTIon 1
Share the responsibility for early child development

opTIon 2
uphold the rights and responsibilities of families 

opTIon 3
Ensure equal opportunity so that all children thrive  

0DQ\�RI�XV�ZLOO�VHH�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�YDOXH�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�
options. The challenge lies in coming to agreement 

on priorities and being willing to act upon them. This 

forum is the beginning of that process. We hope it 

leads to further discussions involving wider circles of 

people who are concerned about the development 

and well-being of our youngest children.
Figure 4
Highest rates of return are for investments in infants

and toddlers

...........................................................................................................................
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“In childcare, if you can afford to be home and provide 

that child with great early care, you do. If not, it’s your 

problem. Unfortunately, the individualist argument breaks 

down when, years from now, the same kids who didn’t have 

these opportunities struggle in school, don’t vote, or end up 

unemployed or in prison. This hurts us collectively and ends up 

costing far more.”   — A woman in Texas

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZH�DOO�KDYH�D�VWDNH�LQ��³�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�
³�KRZ�FKLOGUHQ�GHYHORS�GXULQJ�WKHLU�HDUOLHVW�\HDUV��7KH�UDSLG�JURZWK�
of body and mind during this period sets the stage for later success in 

school and adult life. We must, as individuals and as a society, invest 

the time and resources necessary for high-quality early care and 

education in order to protect our collective future.

7KLV�RSWLRQ�HPSKDVL]HV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�SURJUDPV�³�
IURP�FKLOGFDUH�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�IDPLOLHV�WR�OLEUDULHV�ZLWK�VSHFLDO�SURJUDPV�IRU�
LQIDQWV�DQG�WRGGOHUV�DQG�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��,W�HQFRXUDJHV�EXVLQHVVHV��FLYLF�
organizations, and faith-based groups to pay closer attention and be 

PRUH�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�WKH�QHHGV�RI�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��,W�DVNV�DQG�
sometimes requires individuals to report suspected child maltreatment 

to local child protective services agencies. 

1.   Adopt and enforce higher standards for childcare for infants and toddlers.�5DWH�DQG�SXEOLFL]H�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
FKLOG�FDUH�SURJUDPV��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�SDUHQWV�WR�XVH�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�PDNH�ZLVH�FKRLFHV�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��)RU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�FKLOG�FDUH�4XDOLW\�5DWLQJ�DQG�,PSURYHPHQW�6\VWHP��45,6��LV�XVHG�E\����VWDWH�JRYHUQPHQWV�WR�DVVHVV�
DQG�SXEOLFL]H�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�FKLOGFDUH�SURJUDPV��KWWS���TULVQHWZRUN�RUJ����

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that higher standards would require more public subsidies to 

enable families to purchase quality care and could result in more standardization and less individualization of care. 

2.   Expand parenting education and support programs, including family planning, prenatal care, health care, 
nutrition, and activities that promote child development.�)RU�H[DPSOH��HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�KRPH�YLVLWLQJ�SURJUDPV�
provide voluntary, in-home services to families and connect them to resources that support prenatal, infant, 

DQG�WRGGOHU�GHYHORSPHQW��KWWS���PFKE�KUVD�JRY�SURJUDPV�KRPHYLVLWLQJ�����

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that professionalizing services for infants and toddlers could 

further erode the natural support that parents traditionally received from extended families.

3.   require libraries, parks and other public facilities to be inclusive of infants and toddlers.�)RU�H[DPSOH��
WKH�)DPLO\�3ODFH�/LEUDULHV�QHWZRUN�LQFOXGHV�PRUH�WKDQ�����VLWHV�LQ����VWDWHV��7KHVH�DUH�OLEUDULHV�WKDW�KDYH�
redesigned their environments to be welcoming and appropriate for children beginning at birth, connect 

option 1
6KDUH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�HDUO\�FKLOG�GHYHORSPHQW

..........................................................................................................................
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parents with the resources offered at the library and other 

agencies, and reach out to nontraditional library users 

� �ZZZ�IDPLO\SODFHOLEUDULHV�RUJ����

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that creating 

special areas and activities for infants and toddlers might reduce 

or limit opportunities for older children using those facilities.

4.   require businesses that are open to the public to provide 
accommodations for families with infants and toddlers, including 
lactation stations, stroller-accessibility, and family restrooms with 
changing tables.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�86�%UHDVWIHHGLQJ�&RDOLWLRQ�
ZRUNV�WR�SURWHFW��SURPRWH��DQG�VXSSRUW�EUHDVWIHHGLQJ�DQG�KDV�
an online directory of breastfeeding coalitions in every state 

�ZZZ�XVEUHDVWIHHGLQJ�RUJ���

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that, in 

VRPH�FDVHV��WKHVH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�FRXOG�PHDQ�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�
LQYHVWPHQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�EHQHÀW�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�

 

5.   Expect everyone to play a more active role in preventing and 
reporting child abuse and neglect, especially among infants 
and toddlers, who are at greater risk for maltreatment than any 
other age group.�)RU�H[DPSOH��3UHYHQW�&KLOG�$EXVH�$PHULFD�KDV�
chapters in 47 states that engage people in local initiatives and 

advocate for public policies that prevent child maltreatment 

�ZZZ�SUHYHQWFKLOGDEXVH�RUJ��

A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that we have 

to be willing to report our concerns, even about people we know, 

and place our commitment to infant and toddler safety above our 

respect for family privacy.

Questions for Deliberation

:KDW�DUH�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GUDZEDFNV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ"

:KDW�DUH�VRPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VWDWH"

:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�DERXW�VKDULQJ�PRUH�RI�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ"

Concerns About this option
6RPH�SHRSOH�IHHO�WKDW�WKLV�
option further erodes the time-

honored tradition of families 

WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�DQG�
relying on parents to do what’s 

EHVW�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��,W�ZRXOG�
be better, they say, to provide 

extra support to families with 

special needs, rather than run 

WKH�ULVN�RI�RYHUUHDFKLQJ�WKH�
public sector’s role.
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“We couldn’t take our healthy baby home from the hospital until 

we waited another day for a second pediatrician to release him. 

We were threatened that to refuse to comply would result in the 

loss of our insurance coverage for the birth. There was no room for 

informed choice, and we couldn’t speak directly to the doctor 

about it until the next day. We felt that the baby was a hostage of 

someone else’s agenda, and that it affected the cost of our care.”  

— A mother in Indiana

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��SDUHQWV�DUH�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�FDUHJLYHUV�
LQ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ·V�OLYHV��1RWKLQJ�DIIHFWV�HDUO\�GHYHORSPHQW�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�
bond between parent and child. We must respect the role of parents 

to raise their children in accordance with their values and beliefs and 

HQFRXUDJH�WKH�QDWXUDO�VXSSRUW�SURYLGHG�E\�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�QHWZRUNV�RI�RWKHU�
parents, relatives and friends. 

This option calls on government, employers, and communities to respect 

WKH�LQGHSHQGHQFH�RI�IDPLOLHV�DQG�PDNH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�WKDW�HQDEOH�
parents to better meet the needs of their young children. While nearly all 

families rely on professional services from time to time, those services should 

WDNH�JUHDW�FDUH�WR�QRW�XQGHUPLQH�SDUHQWDO�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�

1.   respect parents as the decision makers for their young children in all matters, and arm them with the 
information they need to make wise choices.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�=(52�72�7+5((�RIIHUV�DQ�
RQOLQH��LQWHUDFWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�WRRO�WR�KHOS�SDUHQWV�HQFRXUDJH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ·V�OHDUQLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�
�ZZZ�]HURWRWKUHH�RUJ��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that even with good information about early development, 

some parents may still make poor decisions about raising their children.

�����3URPRWH�ÁH[LEOH�ZRUNSODFH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�HQDEOH�SDUHQWV�WR�EH�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�WKHLU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ·V�QHHGV��LQFOXGLQJ�
policies related to hours and location of work, sick days and family leave.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�)DPLO\�DQG�:RUN�
,QVWLWXWH�SXEOLVKHV�D�´*XLGH�WR�%ROG�1HZ�,GHDV�IRU�0DNLQJ�:RUN�µ�ZKLFK�IHDWXUHV�LQQRYDWLYH�LGHDV�IURP�WKH�DQQXDO�
ZLQQHUV�RI�WKH�$OIUHG�3��6ORDQ�$ZDUGV�IRU�%XVLQHVV�([FHOOHQFH�LQ�:RUNSODFH�)OH[LELOLW\��ZZZ�IDPLOLHVDQGZRUN�RUJ���

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that providing special accommodations for one set of 

employees – parents with young children, in this case – may disrupt the work of other employees and interfere 

with business operations.

3.   protect the legal and human rights of families, including the growing number of nontraditional families, such 
as same-sex parents, grandparents raising grandchildren, and parents living apart from their children��)RU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�$PHULFDQ�&LYLO�/LEHUWLHV�8QLRQ�VXSSRUWV�DGYRFDF\�HIIRUWV�DW�VWDWH�DQG�QDWLRQDO�OHYHOV�IRU�OHVELDQ��

option 2
8SKROG�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�IDPLOLHV
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gay, bisexual, and transgender people to have equal rights and 

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�UHJDUGLQJ�SDUHQWLQJ��ZZZ�DFOX�RUJ�OJEW�ULJKWV�OJEW�
SDUHQWLQJ��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is the rights of 

parents could trump the well-being of children.

 

4.   Strengthen parent-to-parent support for families with infants and 
toddlers through playgroups, parent support groups and social 
media��)RU�H[DPSOH��&LUFOH�RI�3DUHQWV�LV�D�QDWLRQDO�QHWZRUN�RI�
parent-led self-help groups, where parents and caregivers share 

ideas, celebrate successes and address the challenges surrounding 

SDUHQWLQJ��ZZZ�FLUFOHRISDUHQWV�RUJ��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that advice 

IURP�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�PD\�DW�WLPHV�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�DGYLFH�IURP�HDUO\�
childhood professionals.

5.   Engage families in advocacy efforts to improve the policies 
and programs that affect their lives.�)RU�H[DPSOH��3DUWQHUV�LQ�
3ROLF\PDNLQJ�WHDFKHV�SDUHQWV�RI�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
the power of advocacy to change the way people with 

GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�VXSSRUWHG��YLHZHG��WDXJKW��OLYH�DQG�ZRUN��7KH�
SURJUDP�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�E\�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�*RYHUQRU·V�&RXQFLO�
RQ�'HYHORSPHQWDO�'LVDELOLWLHV�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�E\�SURJUDPV�
nationally and internationally, with 23,000 graduates since 1987 

�KWWS���ZZZ�SDUWQHUVLQSROLF\PDNLQJ�FRP����

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that most 

families with infants and toddlers are already pressed for time, and 

this would take more time away from their children.

 

Questions for Deliberation

:KDW�DUH�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GUDZEDFNV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ"

:KDW�DUH�VRPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VWDWH"

:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�DQG�XSKROG�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�IDPLOLHV"

Concerns About this option
6RPH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�
that this option underestimates 

the serious problems that prevent 

many people from being good 

parents, such as immaturity, 

addictions and violent behavior. 

6RPH�DOVR�VD\�LW�RYHUHVWLPDWHV�
the capacity of relatives, friends 

DQG�QHLJKERUV�WR�KHOS�RXW��0XFK�
more needs to be done to protect 

the rights and safety of children, 

especially very young children 

ZKR�FDQ·W�VSHDN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��
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“Children grow up in different worlds, depending on their 

economic, educational, and life opportunities and context. You 

can’t pull yourself up by your bootstraps if you don’t have any 

bootstraps to pull.”  — A man in Louisiana

)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��UHGXFLQJ�LQHTXDOLW\�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�KHOSLQJ�\RXQJ�
FKLOGUHQ�GHYHORS�WKHLU�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO��6RFLDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�UDFLDO�
disparities undermine healthy development and cause many children to 

enter school unprepared to learn. While remedial programs help, the best 

way to help all young children succeed is to ensure equal opportunity for 

their families in education, jobs, housing and public life.

7KLV�RSWLRQ�FDOOV�IRU�OHYHOLQJ�WKH�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG�LQ�HDUO\�FKLOG�GHYHORSPHQW�
by improving the circumstances of disadvantaged families. The potential 

actions involve changing tax policies to raise the incomes of poor families, 

improving access to affordable housing and healthy food, training 

people for jobs that support a family, and ensuring equal opportunity in 

education and employment.

1.   reduce child poverty by increasing tax credits and public subsidies 
for food, health care and child care for low-wage workers.�)RU�H[DPSOH��
���VWDWHV�DQG�WKH�'LVWULFW�RI�&ROXPELD�KDYH�FUHDWHG�HDUQHG�LQFRPH�
WD[�FUHGLWV��(,7&V��WR�UHGXFH�VWDWH�WD[HV�RQ�ORZ��DQG�PRGHUDWH�LQFRPH�
ZRUNLQJ�IDPLOLHV��ZZZ�FESS�RUJ�ÀOHV�SROLF\EDVLFV�VHLWF�SGI��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that additional tax credits and public spending will worsen 

the current budget woes of state and federal governments.

2.   prepare people for jobs that support a family by creating more opportunities for vocational training and 
higher education.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�(DUO\�&ROOHJH�+LJK�6FKRRO�,QLWLDWLYH�KDV�KHOSHG�SDUWQHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VWDUW�
or redesign more than 240 schools in 28 states, where students attend local community colleges and earn 

FROOHJH�FUHGLWV�ZKLOH�ÀQLVKLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO��ZZZ�HDUO\FROOHJHV�RUJ��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that students may feel pressured to commit to a career or 

vocational path before they’re ready.

3.   Improve child nutrition and development through better access to healthy food and physical activity, 
especially in rural and low-income areas.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�&RQWURO�DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ�
SURYLGHG�JUDQWV�WR����FRPPXQLWLHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�UHGXFH�FKLOG�DQG�DGXOW�REHVLW\�E\�´PDNLQJ�WKH�
healthy choice the easy choice,” such as improving playgrounds and replacing the candy in grocery store 

FKHFNRXW�DLVOHV�ZLWK�KHDOWK\�VQDFNV��KWWS���ZZZ�FGF�JRY�FRPPXQLWLHVSXWWLQJSUHYHQWLRQWRZRUN���

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that adults will also have to make healthy choices in order to be 

good role models for children.

option 3
(QVXUH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�VR�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�WKULYH

..........................................................................................................................
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4.   Expand access to safe and affordable housing by helping low- and 
moderate-income families purchase and repair their own homes. 
)RU�H[DPSOH��+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQLW\��ZLWK�DIÀOLDWHV�LQ�HYHU\�VWDWH��
ZRUNV�ZLWK�YROXQWHHUV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�WR�EXLOG��UHSDLU��DQG�DGYRFDWH�IRU�
DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��ZZZ�KDELWDW�RUJ��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that mortgage 

payments and the time required to keep up a home may compete 

with other demands on families with infants and toddlers.

 
5.   Expand efforts to reduce discrimination in education and 

employment through mentorship, training, leadership and 
recognition of achievement.�)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HVWDXUDQW�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�3HSVL&R�)RRGVHUYLFH�FUHDWHG�WKH�DQQXDO�)DFHV�
RI�'LYHUVLW\�DZDUGV�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�
LQFOXVLRQ��ZZZ�UHVWDXUDQW�RUJ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�GLYHUVLW\��

 A potential trade-off to consider with this action is that relying 

on voluntary efforts means that some businesses will continue to 

favor certain demographic groups, consciously or not.

Questions for Deliberation

:KDW�DUH�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�DQG�GUDZEDFNV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ"

:KDW�DUH�VRPH�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKLV�RSWLRQ�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VWDWH"

:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�WR�HQVXUH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�VR�DOO�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WKULYH"

Concerns About this option
6RPH�SHRSOH�VD\�WKDW�ZKLOH�
ZRUNLQJ�IRU�HTXDOLW\�LV�D�
laudable long-term goal, what 

disadvantaged infants and 

toddlers need most are programs 

that address their developmental 

needs today so they don’t fall 

further behind. Highly focused 

efforts that help our most 

vulnerable children catch up with 

their peers will yield the greatest 

results and enable them to 

compete and thrive as adults.
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T
KH�PRVW�FULWLFDO�WLPH�LQ�D�FKLOG·V�OLIH�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�
IRXU�\HDUV��'HYHORSPHQW�GXULQJ�WKHVH�HDUO\�
years has lasting effects on a child’s ability 

to learn, interact and succeed. Yet our youngest 

children are largely an “invisible population” in 

WHUPV�RI�SXEOLF�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�SULRULWLHV��%\�WKH�WLPH�
they enter school and the public’s eye, many have 

fallen far behind – physically, intellectually, socially 

and emotionally. 

'XULQJ�WKH�GLDORJXH��ZH�FRQVLGHUHG�GLIIHUHQW�
perspectives on how to give the best start to our 

\RXQJHVW�FKLOGUHQ��2XU�WDVN�QRZ�LV�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�
our discussion and to weigh the advantages and 

GUDZEDFNV�RI�WKH�WKUHH�RSWLRQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHUV�
that were proposed during our deliberations. 

5HÁHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ

���:KDW�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�LQVLJKWV�GLG�\RX�JDLQ"

���:KDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�ZH�PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�
 support, and why?

���:KDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�ZH�OHDVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW��
 and why?

���:KDW�WRXJK�FKRLFHV�GR�ZH�VWLOO�QHHG�
 to grapple with?

Moving to Action
What are the opportunities for action that 

HPHUJHG�IURP�WKLV�IRUXP"��6HH�EDFN�
FRYHU�IRU�DGGLWLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV��

Those in favor of this option point to many 

successful programs as models that should be 

adopted elsewhere. 

7KH\�EHOLHYH�ZH�FDQ�
����$GRSW�DQG�HQIRUFH�KLJKHU�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�

childcare for infants and toddlers.

����([SDQG�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�SURJUDPV�
����0DNH�OLEUDULHV�DQG�SDUNV�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH�RI�

infants and toddlers.

����5HTXLUH�SXEOLF�IDFLOLWLHV�WR�SURYLGH�PRUH�
accommodations for families with young 

children.

����3URPRWH�SURJUDPV�WKDW�SUHYHQW�
 child abuse. 

%XW��VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�WKLV�
option further erodes family privacy and the 

WLPH�KRQRUHG�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�IDPLOLHV�WDNLQJ�FDUH�
RI�WKHLU�RZQ��,QVWHDG��ZH�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�H[WUD�
support to families with special needs, rather 

WKDQ�UXQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�RYHUUHDFKLQJ�WKH�SXEOLF�
sector’s role.

����$UH�ZH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�DGRSW�PRUH�JRYHUQPHQW�
RYHUVLJKW�IRU�KLJKHU�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�FKLOGFDUH"�

����'RHV�SURIHVVLRQDOL]LQJ�VHUYLFHV�IRU�LQIDQWV�
and toddlers further erode the natural 

VXSSRUW�IURP�H[WHQGHG�IDPLOLHV"

����:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�DERXW�VKDULQJ�PRUH�RI�
WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ"

 

opTIon 1
6KDUH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�HDUO\�
child development

Think. Talk. 5HÁHFW��Act.
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Those in favor of this option believe parenting 

QHHGV�WR�EH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��

7KH\�EHOLHYH�ZH�FDQ�
����,QIRUP�SDUHQWV�RI�WKH�WRROV�DYDLODEOH�WR�DLG�

in their child’s development. 

����$GRSW�PRUH�ÁH[LEOH�ZRUNSODFH�SROLFLHV�
����3URWHFW�DQG�H[SDQG�WKH�OHJDO�DQG�KXPDQ�

rights of families, including nontraditional 

families.

����6WUHQJWKHQ�SDUHQW�WR�SDUHQW�VXSSRUW�
����,QFUHDVH�SDUHQW�OHG�DGYRFDF\�IRU�SROLFLHV�

and programs.

%XW��VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�WKLV�
option underestimates the serious problems 

that prevent many people from being good 

SDUHQWV��0XFK�PRUH�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�WR�
protect the rights and safety of children, 

especially very young children who can’t 

VSHDN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��

����:KLOH�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�LPSRUWDQW��
how much is too much, and how will 

SDUHQWV�NQRZ�ZKLFK�VRXUFHV�WR�WUXVW"

����*LYHQ�KRZ�VWUHWFKHG�VPDOO�EXVLQHVV�RZQHUV�
DUH��LV�LW�IDLU�WR�DVN�WKHP�WR�DGRSW�PRUH�
ÁH[LEOH�ZRUN�SROLFLHV"

����:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�DERXW�XSKROGLQJ�WKH�
ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�IDPLOLHV"

Those in favor of this option believe we need to 

IRFXV�RQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�OHYHO�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG�IRU�IDPLOLHV��

7KH\�EHOLHYH�ZH�FDQ�
����5HGXFH�FKLOG�SRYHUW\�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�WD[�

credits and public subsidies for food and 

FKLOG�FDUH�WR�ORZ�ZDJH�ZRUNHUV�
����([SDQG�SURJUDPV�IRU�DW�ULVN�WHHQV�WR�HDUQ�

college credits during high school.

����,PSURYH�DFFHVV�WR�DIIRUGDEOH�DQG�KHDOWK\�
food and physical activity. 

����([SDQG�HIIRUWV�WR�UHGXFH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�
education and employment.

����([SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�VDIH�DQG�DIIRUGDEOH�
housing. 

%XW��VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�ZKDW�
disadvantaged infants and toddlers need 

most are programs to address their 

developmental need today, not long-term 

programs for tomorrow. 

����:RXOG�WKLV�EURDG�IRFXV�RQ�HTXDO�
RSSRUWXQLW\�GLYHUW�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�VSHFLÀF�
SURJUDPV�IRU�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ"�2U��VLPSO\�
WDNH�WRR�ORQJ"

����'R�ZH�KDYH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ZLOO�WR�FKDQJH�
current tax credits and secure additional 

SXEOLF�VXEVLGLHV"

����:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR�DERXW�HQVXULQJ�HTXDO�
RSSRUWXQLW\�VR�DOO�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WKULYH"

opTIon 2
8SKROG�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
of families

opTIon 3
(QVXUH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�VR�WKDW�DOO�
children thrive
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0ost people who participate in community dialogues want to do more 

WKDQ�WDON�DERXW�WKH�SUREOHP��WKH\�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�DFWLRQV�WKDW�
will improve the situation. What are the opportunities for action that 

HPHUJHG�IURP�WKLV�IRUXP"

What can we do?

����:KDW�FDQ�ZH�HDFK�GR�SHUVRQDOO\�WR�VXSSRUW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�GHYHORSPHQW��
SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�EDELHV�DQG�WRGGOHUV"

����:KDW�FDQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�GR�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH"

����:KDW�SROLFLHV�²�ORFDO��VWDWH�RU�QDWLRQDO�²�VKRXOG�EH�FUHDWHG�RU�FKDQJHG"

Where should we start?

����:KDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�LPSDFW"

����:KDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�GRDEOH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WLPH��UHVRXUFHV��DQG�SXEOLF�ZLOO"

����:KR�QHHGV�WR�EH�LQYROYHG"

����:KDW�ZLOO�EH�RXU�QH[W�VWHSV"

Think. Talk. 5HÁHFW��Act.


